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About Me Y

Milo Trujillo is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Vermont Complex Systems Institute of the University of Vermont, and a lec-
turer at Northeastern University in the Network Science Institute. His research focuses on sociotechnical analysis, especially
examining how groups communicate, and what that tells us about how they organize. Past work includes studying the ef-
fects of community bans on Reddit, the growth of alt-right social media platforms, the governance of Open Source Software
projects, and law enforcement behavioral patterns. Milo is also an analyst affiliated with Distributed Denial of Secrets, where
he assists in making public-interest datasets accessible to journalists and scholars.

Education &

Ph.D. Complex Systems and Data Science University of Vermont
Advised by Laurent Hébert-Dufresne and James Bagrow 2024
M.Sc. Computer Science Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Specializing in Network Science and Social Networks 2020
B.Sc. Dual Major (Magna Cum Laude) Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Computer Science and Science, Technology, and Society 2018
Work Experience and Academic Affiliations &=

Postdoctoral Associate Vermont Complex Systems Institute, University of Vermont
Researcher for the Science of Online Corpora, Knowledge, and Stories (SOCKS) project 2026~
Adjunct Lecturer Network Science Institute, Northeastern University
Teaching the core curriculum of the Masters in Network Science program 2025-
Future Faculty Fellow, Associate Director Network Science Institute, Northeastern University
Postdoctoral researcher and director of operations for Dr. Brooke Foucault Welles’ Communication 2024-2026
Media and Marginalization Lab in the College of Arts, Media and Design

Affiliate Researcher IQSS, Harvard University
Computational social scientist with Harvard’s Institute for Quantitative Social Science, identifying 2020-
patterns in leaked documents regarding law enforcement and institutional corruption

Core Researcher The Media Landscape (MeLa) Lab
Ongoing research on disinformation and community building within hostile environments, including 2020-
alternative social media created as a result of deplatforming

Data Scientist & Infrastructure Engineer Distributed Denial of Secrets
Building and maintaining infrastructure for disseminating, searching, and analyzing leaked and FOIA- 2019-

released documents. Infrastructure features torrents, docker, ansible, flask, elasticsearch, cross-site
authentication. Liaison with research groups and newsrooms collaborating on document analysis

Doctoral Research Fellow OCEAN, University of Vermont
Theory, taxonomy, modeling, and network analysis for the Google and University of Vermont research 2020-2024
group on Open-Source Complex Ecosystems And Networks

Technical and Systems Designer Pursuance Project
Designed a collaboration platform for intentional community building and cross-community collab- 2019-2020
oration in volunteer-driven activism contexts

Undergraduate Research Fellow Santa Fe Institute
Trained neural-networks to develop optimal network hierarchies for a wide variety of scenarios. 2017-2018
Worked with David Wolpert and Justin Grana

INTROSEC Lecturer Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Presented fourteen workshops each semester on introductory security topics for RPISEC, RPI's com- 2016-2017

puter security club. Developed each lecture and associated CTF challenges as well as a website to
track participant progress


https://backdrifting.net/
mailto:milo.trujillo@uvm.edu
https://vermontcomplexsystems.org/
https://www.networkscienceinstitute.org/commlab
https://www.networkscienceinstitute.org/commlab
https://www.iq.harvard.edu/
https://melalab.github.io
https://ddosecrets.com
https://vermontcomplexsystems.org/partner/OCEAN/
https://web.archive.org/web/20200309032501/https://pursuanceproject.org/
https://santafe.edu
https://rpi.edu

Peer-Reviewed Publications 3

Oliver Mel Allen, Yi Zu, Milo Z. Trujillo, Brooke Foucault Welles Social Media + Society
From Flowers to Fascism? The Cottagecore to Tradwife Pipeline on Tumblr 2026
John Meluso, Amanda Casari, Katie McLaughlin, Milo Z. Trujillo ACM HCI 2025
Invisible Labor in Open Source Software Ecosystems 2025
Benjamin D. Horne, Myles Bowman, Milo Z. Trujillo, et al Computational Communication Research
Supply and Demand on Alt-Tech Social Media: A Case Study of BitChute 2025
Milo Z. Trujillo, Laurent Hébert-Dufresne, James P. Bagrow Online Social Networks and Media
Measuring Centralization of Online Platforms Through Size and Interconnection of Communities 2024
Milo Z. Trujillo, Laurent Hébert-Dufresne, James P. Bagrow EPJ Data Science
The penumbra of open source: projects outside of centralized platforms are longer maintained, more academic,,, 2022
Milo Z. Truijillo, et al WASSA 2022
Distinguishing In-Groups and Onlookers by Language Use 2022
Matthew C. Childs, Cody Buntain, Milo Z. Trujillo, Benjamin D. Horne ACM Web Science (WebSci 2022)
Characterizing YouTube and BitChute Content and Mobilizers During U.S. Election Fraud Discussions on Twitter 2022
Milo Truijillo, et al 16th International Conference on Web and Social Media (ICWSM)
The Mela BitChute Dataset 2022
Brendan McQuade, Lorax B. Horne, Zach Wehrwein, Milo Z. Trujillo Small Wars & Insurgencies
The Secret of BlueLeaks: Security, Police, and the Continuum of Pacification 2021
Milo Z. Truijillo, et al Workshop on Online Abuse and Harms (WOAH)
When the Echo Chamber Shatters: Examining the Use of Community-Specific Language Post-Subreddit Ban 2021
Jean-Gabriel Young, Amanda Casari, Katie McLaughlin, Milo Z. Trujillo, et al Mining Software Repositories (MSR)
Which Contributions Count? Analysis of Attribution in Open Source 2021
Milo Z. Trujillo, Mauricio Gruppi, Cody Buntain, Benjamin D. Horne ACM Hypertext
What is BitChute? Characterizing the “Free Speech” Alternative to YouTube 2020
Pre-Print Publications &
Robin Lange, Anna Gibson, Milo Z. Trujillo, Brooke Foucault Welles arXiv
Invisible Labor: the Backbone of Open Source Software 2025
Julia Witte Zimmerman, Denis Hudon, Kathryn Cramer, Alejandro J. Ruiz, Calla Beautrgard, Ashley Fehr, Mikaela Irene Fudolig, Bradford
Demarest, Yoshi Meke Bird, Milo Z. Trujillo, Christopher M. Danforth, Peter Sheridan Dodds arXiv
Tokens, the oft-overlooked appetizer: Large language models, the distributional hypothesis, and meaning 2024

Non-Peer-Reviewed or Non-Academic Publications 4

Milo Trujillo No Publisher Yet!
Hacking the Planet from Hello World (Book) 2026 (est)
Julia Witte Zimmerman, Denis Hudon, Kathryn Cramer, Jonathan St. Onge, Mikaela Fudolig, Milo Z. Trujillo, Christopher M. Danforth, Peter
Sheridan Dodds Plutonics
A blind spot for large language models: Supradiegetic linguistic information 2024
Amanda Casari, Katie McLaughlin, Milo Z. Trujillo, et al Nature Computational Science (Correspondence)
Open Source Ecosystems Need Equitable Credit Across Contributions 2021
Milo Trujillo 2600: The Hacker Quarterly
Hosting Under Duress 2021
Milo Trujillo, et al Santa Fe Institute Internal Workshop
Optimizing Social Hierarchy 2017
Grants and Funding ‘¥
2025, $306K Pathways to Enable Open-Source Ecosystems (POSE) National Science Foundation
Co-PI, Not awarded
2025, $75k HFG Distinguished Scholars Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation
PI, Not Awarded
2025, £60k Network for Analytical Behavioural Science in Security and Defence Centre for Research and Evidence
PI, Not Awarded on Security Threats
2020-2022,$1.0M  Open-source Complex Ecosystems And Networks (OCEAN) Google Open Source
Awardee
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https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051251413920
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3757417
https://www.aup-online.com/content/journals/10.5117/CCR2025.1.4.HORN
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S246869642400017X
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1140/epjds/s13688-022-00345-7.pdf
https://aclanthology.org/2022.wassa-1.15.pdf
https://dl.acm.org/doi/pdf/10.1145/3501247.3531571
https://backdrifting.net/publications/The_MeLa_Bitchute_Dataset.pdf
https://backdrifting.net/publications/The_secret_of_BlueLeaks_security_police_and_the_continuum_of_pacification.pdf
https://aclanthology.org/2021.woah-1.pdf#page=178
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2103.11007.pdf
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2004.01984.pdf
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2503.13405
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2412.10924
https://backdrifting.net/publications/Plutonics_Volume_17_compressed.pdf#page=57
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43588-020-00011-w.pdf
https://backdrifting.net/post/044_hosting_under_duress
https://backdrifting.net/publications/optimizing_social_hierarchy.pdf

Talks Presented &

Aug 2026

Aug 2026

Mar 2026

Mar 2026

Sep 2023

Jun 2021

Jul 2020

Teaching Experience []

2026, 2025
2026
2024
2023
2020
2019
2019, 2018

Awards & Honors

May 2022

May 2021

Workshop Organizing and Program Committees 8.

2026

2026

2026

2025

2025

2022

Academic Reviews 69

Designing a Better Internet: A Roundtable Discussion
Hackers On Planet Earth (HOPE)

Open-Source Investigation with Sensitive Data
Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism (ARILJ) Data Diploma Program

Academic and Journalistic Collaborations to Study Leaked Financial Data
Illicit Finance Data Lab workshop

Sourcing data for the next generation of illicit finance research
The Governance & Integrity Anti-Corruption Evidence seminar

Measuring Community Influence
Vermont-KIAS Workshop on group interactions in network science

When the Echo Chamber Shatters
Presenter at the Workshop for Online Abuse and Harms

Hateful YouTube: Characterizing the Social Video-Hosting Platform BitChute
Presenter at the International Conference on Computational Social Science (IC?S?)

Analyzing Complex Network Data

Adv. Tools for Complex Network Analysis
Data Science II (Graduate TA Grader)
Data Science I (Graduate TA)

Operating Systems (Graduate TA)
Programming Languages (Graduate TA)
Data Structures (Graduate TA)

I also taught a zero-credit introductory security curricu-
lum for three semesters, using my own lecture materials
and lab assignments

Best Paper, “Distinguishing In-Groups and Onlookers by Language Use”
ACL WASSA 2022

Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) Award, “Which contributions count? Analysis of attribution in
open source”
MSR 2021

International School & Conference on Network Science (NetSci)
Session Chair, Social Networks Track

International Conference on Computational Social Science (IC?S?)
Tutorial Chair and Session Chair

International Conference on the Web and Social Media (ICWSM)
Associate Editor

Network Analysis Software Collective (NASCol)

Workshop co-organizer, satellite conference at NetSci 2025

Complex Networks & Their Applications (Complex Networks 2025)
Program Committee Member

Workshop on Online Abuse and Harms (WOAH)
Program Committee Member

2026, 2025, 2021  International AAAI Conference on Web and Social Media (ICWSM)

2026, 2025
2025, 2024
2022
2022
2022

International Conference on Computational Social Science (IC?S?)
npj Complexity

Computer Supported Collaborative Work (CSCW)

Workshop on Online Abuse and Harms (WOAH)

Social Media + Society
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Students Mentored 1

PhD Student, Network Science, Northeastern University

Sagar Kumar

Graduated 2026

Mel Allen

MS Student, Network Science, Northeastern University

Graduated 2025

Tyler McKenzie

BS Student, Computer Science and Sociology, Northeastern University

Graduated 2026

Other Service &8l

2025-2026

Huntington Hackers

Faculty advisor for the Massachusetts chapter of Beyond 40, a Free Software advocacy group

2025 Applied Ethics for Tech Workers
Collaborated with a group at Harvard’s Applied Social Media Lab to develop workshops to teach ethics
and labor organizing to computer science undergraduates

Selected Open Source Projects €)

2023 - Python @

2023 - Python @
2022 - Ruby #, Python @

2021 - Theory ©
2020 - Ruby #, Bash 0
2018 - Python ®
2016 - Java £, Obj-C &

2016 - Ruby &

2015 - Python @

2014 - Haskell X

References I

Juniper Lovato

Brooke Foucault Welles
Brennan Klein

Laurent Hébert-Dufresne

AntNet
An image processing pipeline for converting photos of ant farms to network diagrams

HyperLoglLog
An implementation of the HyperLoglLog probabilistic data structure for estimating the size of
large sets in constant-space

Torrent Health Monitor
Dashboard that implements the BitTorrent tracker client protocol and utilizes the distributed
hash table to monitor the availability of torrents

Decentralization Off The Shelf

Contributor to a library of decentralized and peer-to-peer design patterns

ServiceDispatch

Dashboard that monitors emergency service feeds, records and presents a log of all broadcasts

SocMap
Scrapes data and draws social graphs of Twitter communities

Where Are the Eyes
Crowd-sourced network for detecting surveillance as webapp and mobile apps

Paillier
Implementation of a cryptosystem with additive homomorphism, detached signatures, and
zero-knowledge proofs

TorHost
Hosts files over automatically created Tor Onion Services

ChillFTP
A complete, protocol compliant FTP daemon

Postdoctoral Supervisor, Assistant Professor of Computer Science at the University of Vermont

juniper.lovato@uvm.edu

Postdoctoral Supervisor, Interim Dean for the College of Arts, Media, and Design, Professor of
Communication Studies at Northeastern University
b.welles@northeastern.edu

Adjunct Lecturer Supervisor, Program Director of MS in Network Science, Assistant Teaching
Professor of Physics at Northeastern University
b.klein@northeastern.edu

PhD Advisor, Professor of Computer Science at the University of Vermont
Laurent.Hebert-Dufresne@uvm.edu
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https://github.com/milo-trujillo/AntNet
https://github.com/milo-trujillo/HyperLogLog
https://github.com/ddosecrets/torrent-health-monitor
https://github.com/decentpatterns/library
https://github.com/milo-trujillo/ServiceDispatch
https://socmap.daylightingsociety.org
https://eyes.daylightingsociety.org
https://paillier.daylightingsociety.org
https://github.com/DaylightingSociety/TorHost
https://github.com/milo-trujillo/ChillFTP/
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